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	Company Name: 


	Project:

	Work Activity/Task: Use of Lawn Edges / Trimmers
	This SWMS has been developed and 

Approved by: _____________________________

Position: __________________ Date: __ / __ / __


	Resources
Trades Involved:  Landscapers, gardeners, labourers

Equipment Used: Lawn mower, lawn edges


Maintenance checks: Daily, Weekly, Monthly


Materials Used:  Petrol, Oil



	Comply with the relevant State OH&S Act and OH&S Regulations.  

Comply with all relevant Codes of Practice and Guidelines that have been developed by the state authority applicable to the work being carried out.  
Where applicable comply with relevant manufacturers assembly requirements and recommendations for tasks being undertaken.
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	Item
	Job Step

Break the job down into steps
	Potential Hazards

Identify the hazards associated with each step. Examine each to find possibilities that could lead to an accident or adverse environmental impact
	Risk Class
	Controls

Using the previous two columns as a guide, decide what actions are necessary to eliminate or minimise the hazards that could lead to an accident, injury or occupational illness or environmental impact
	Person Responsible

	1.
	Edging with an edger or brush cutter.
	Untrained employees cuts and lacerations.

Manual handling, back and muscle strain.

Eye damage, body injuries and hearing damage, foot injury.

Injury to others from rocks, sticks etc.

Cuts and abrasions from blades or line.

Back, muscular and ligament injuries from heavy and unwieldy machinery.
	2.
	Use the correct equipment for the task.

Train employees in the correct use of the equipment.

Training in manual handling.  Check tools are in good working order.

Training in the use of P.P.E equipment such as safety boots, eye, ear & protective clothing.

Warn others of potential risks to their safety.

Stop engine before replacing the blade or if left unattended.

Use harness and hold the brush cutter with both hands.  Maintain a secure footing at all times.  Make sure machine is in good order and has guards attached.

Stop machine if someone approaches.  Regular maintenance checks on machinery.
	

	2.
	Lawn mowing
	Untrained employees.

Manual handling, back strain.

Inhale fumes, burns.

Injuries to operator and others from rocks & sticks propelled from the machine.
	
	Training employees in the correct use of the equipment.  Training in the use of P.P.E.

Training in manual handling.

Training in the use of hazardous substances.

Mow across the face of a slope.

Warn others of potential risks to their safety.  Ask them to move if required.  
	

	2.
	Lawn mowing, cont…
	
	
	There should be sufficient distance so that there is no risk of hearing damage or being struck by objects thrown up by the cutting blades.

Stop engine before pushing mower across gravel paths, driveways or roads.

Turn off fuel while engine is stopped.

Check blades, blade bolts and cutting assembly are not worn or damaged before using the mower.

Do not lift or carry mower while engine is running.

Do not cut grass by pulling the mower towards you.

Do not mow on steep slopes unless the mower is secured.
	


This SWMS has been developed through consultation with our employees and has been read & signed by all employees involved with this activity
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	Signature
	Name
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	Personnel qualifications and experience required to complete the task:
	Specific training required to complete this task:
	Engineering Details/Certificates/WorkCover Approvals:

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	





Likelihood / Consequence�
Risk Class�
�
The hazard has the potential to:


permanently disable or kill


cause major damage to the structure


have significant impact on the surrounding population and environment�
1�
�
The hazard has the potential to:


temporarily disable or seriously injure


cause minor damage to the structure


breach the site boundary and pollute local environment�
2�
�
The hazard has the potential to:


cause minor injury


be contained within the site boundary�
3�
�
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