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	Company Name: 


	Project:

	Work Activity/Task: Safe Use of Air Blowers
	This SWMS has been developed and 

Approved by: _____________________________

Position: __________________ Date: __ / __ / __


	Resources
Trades Involved:  Roof tiling

Equipment Used: Air blower / extension lead


Maintenance checks:


Materials Used:  



	Comply with the relevant State OH&S Act and OH&S Regulations.  

Comply with all relevant Codes of Practice and Guidelines that have been developed by the state authority applicable to the work being carried out.  
Where applicable comply with relevant manufacturers assembly requirements and recommendations for tasks being undertaken.
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	Item
	Job Step

Break the job down into steps
	Potential Hazards

Identify the hazards associated with each step. Examine each to find possibilities that could lead to an accident or adverse environmental impact
	Risk Class
	Controls

Using the previous two columns as a guide, decide what actions are necessary to eliminate or minimise the hazards that could lead to an accident, injury or occupational illness or environmental impact
	Person Responsible

	1.
	Ensure all workers on site have received proper training.
	Insufficient knowledge or experience to perform tasks that could endanger themselves or others on the worksite.
	
	State legislative required OH&S Induction training.

Site-specific safety inductions & Safety Plan.

Task-specific training.


	

	2.
	Inspect the blower for any visible damage; including electrical lead (if electric) and that the air intake is not blocked with rubbish
	Excessive vibration, (leading to pain, circulation loss & numb hands).
	
	Store, transport and use the blower in a manner that will minimise damage.

Service regularly (petrol type); consult the manufacturer’s handbook for service periods.

Use the correct fuel, (petrol type), consult manufacturers handbook.
	

	
	
	Electrocution (electrical powered)
	
	Ensure blower is tested and tagged by a qualified person (see SWMS – Electrical Safety)
	

	
	
	Other hazards from using petrol motors
	
	Refer to SWMS – Safe use of petrol motors.
	

	3.
	Pull or carry the blower onto the roof.
	Fall from roof or ladder
	
	Ladder must be securely tied off.

Brace against the ladder or safety railing when pulling onto the roof.  DO NOT pull blower onto the roof using its power cord.

Use a shoulder strap when carrying, if possible, so that both hands are available to hold onto ladder rungs.
	


	Item
	Job Step

Break the job down into steps
	Potential Hazards

Identify the hazards associated with each step. Examine each to find possibilities that could lead to an accident or adverse environmental impact
	Risk Class
	Controls

Using the previous two columns as a guide, decide what actions are necessary to eliminate or minimise the hazards that could lead to an accident, injury or occupational illness or environmental impact
	Person Responsible

	3.
	Pull or carry the blower onto the roof (cont..)
	Blower falls onto workers below
	
	Ensure nobody is below the blower when it is being lifted onto the roof
	

	4.
	Start blower
	Loss of balance, slip or fall
	
	If blower is started by pulling a cord (petrol type), ensure you are well balanced.
	

	
	
	Noise
	
	Wear earmuffs if noise emitted by blower is greater than 85 decibels (db) – consult manufacturer’s manual.
	

	5.
	Blow dust and debris off the roof
	Breathing Dust
	
	Wear a dust mask if dusty.

Consider others at work.
	

	
	
	Dust Blindness
	
	Wear Safety Glasses/Goggles.

Do not blow dust and grit in the direction of others, dust and grit in the eye is painful and temporary blindness on a roof can be dangerous.
	

	
	
	Trip, catch or fall hazard from electrical lead
	
	Be aware while moving across the roof the electrical lead does not get caught and pull you off balance.

Be aware of the electrical lead so that it does not become a trip hazard to you or others.

Be aware of the electrical lead to ensure it does not knock tools or equipment off the roof onto others below
	


	Item
	Job Step

Break the job down into steps
	Potential Hazards

Identify the hazards associated with each step. Examine each to find possibilities that could lead to an accident or adverse environmental impact
	Risk Class
	Controls

Using the previous two columns as a guide, decide what actions are necessary to eliminate or minimise the hazards that could lead to an accident, injury or occupational illness or environmental impact
	Person Responsible

	5.
	Blow dust & debris off the roof (cont..)
	Fall from roof
	
	Be cautious when working near the edge of a roof, eg blowing debris out of the gutter
	

	6.
	Upon completion of work, lower or carry the blower to the ground and store appropriately
	Fall from roof or ladder
	
	Ladder must be securely tied off.

Brace against the ladder or safety railing when lowering blower.  DO NOT lower blower using its power cord.

Use a shoulder strap when carrying, if possible, so that hands are available to hold onto ladder rungs.
	

	
	
	Blower falls onto workers below
	
	Ensure nobody is below the blower when it is being lowered from the roof.
	


This SWMS has been developed through consultation with our employees and has been read & signed by All employees involved with this activity

	Name
	Signature
	Name
	Signature

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Personnel qualifications and experience required to complete the task:
	Specific training required to complete this task:
	Engineering Details/Certificates/WorkCover Approvals:

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	





Likelihood / Consequence�
Risk Class�
�
The hazard has the potential to:


permanently disable or kill


cause major damage to the structure


have significant impact on the surrounding population and environment�
1�
�
The hazard has the potential to:


temporarily disable or seriously injure


cause minor damage to the structure


breach the site boundary and pollute local environment�
2�
�
The hazard has the potential to:


cause minor injury


be contained within the site boundary�
3�
�






Likelihood








Page 1 of 5



Page 5 of 5

