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	Company Name: 


	Project:

	Work Activity/Task: Use of Angle Grinder
	This SWMS has been developed and 

Approved by: _____________________________

Position: __________________ Date: __ / __ / __


	Resources
Trades Involved:  

Equipment Used: Angle Grinder


Maintenance checks: Daily / weekly maintenance checks, electrical equipment test, tag & register (as per state requirements)


Materials Used:  



	Comply with the relevant State OH&S Act and OH&S Regulations.  

Comply with all relevant Codes of Practice and Guidelines that have been developed by the state authority applicable to the work being carried out.  
Where applicable comply with relevant manufacturers assembly requirements and recommendations for tasks being undertaken.
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	Item
	Job Step

Break the job down into steps
	Potential Hazards

Identify the hazards associated with each step. Examine each to find possibilities that could lead to an accident or adverse environmental impact
	Risk Class
	Controls

Using the previous two columns as a guide, decide what actions are necessary to eliminate or minimise the hazards that could lead to an accident, injury or occupational illness or environmental impact
	Person Responsible

	1.
	Check equipment
	Electrocution, cuts & other injuries from blade / cutting wheel.
	
	All electric leads should be intact with no damage to insulation.

All outside sheathing properly secured by retaining rings on plugs, no internal wires showing.

All adjusting screws should be tight.
	

	2.
	Prepare the work
	Slips, trips, sprains & strains
	
	Check work is properly supported and won’t slide or move.

Check cut will be clear of supports.

Check cut-off will fall safely or will be supported.

Check electric cord will reach along the cut.

Check floor is clear of obstructions and debris.

Operator position must be comfortable, no reaching or off balance.

Get assistance to add hold work if necessary.

Check dust will not go where it is not wanted.

Prepare a spot to put the grinder down after each cut.
	

	3.
	Prepare yourself
	Noise, dust (eyes, inhaling), falling off-cuts
	
	Use P.P.E including eye and hearing protection, and safety footwear.
	

	4.
	Pick up the grinder
	Electrocutions, cuts & other injuries from blade/cutting wheel
	
	At this stage leads should be plugged in, power turned on and P.P.E worn and ready to proceed.

Locate electric cord away from work, over the right shoulder and away from 
	


	Item
	Job Step

Break the job down into steps
	Potential Hazards

Identify the hazards associated with each step. Examine each to find possibilities that could lead to an accident or adverse environmental impact
	Risk Class
	Controls

Using the previous two columns as a guide, decide what actions are necessary to eliminate or minimise the hazards that could lead to an accident, injury or occupational illness or environmental impact
	Person Responsible

	4.
	Pick up the grinder (cont..)
	
	
	An area to be cut.

Check natural limits of movement to ensure cord is free and doesn’t restrict movement.
	

	5.
	Position the grinder
	Slips, trips, sprains & strains
	
	Place grinder loose on work.

Check your position so that the cut can be completed without unnecessary repositioning of the feet & without overreaching.
	

	6.
	Make the cut
	Slips, trips, sprains, strains & cuts
	
	Press trigger – operator should be ready to counter any kick.  When the grinder is switched on, both hands must be used on the designated areas of the tool to ensure maximum grip and control of the grinder.
	

	7.
	At end of cut
	Slips, trips, sprains, strains & cuts
	
	Take finger off trigger as soon as grinder is no longer cutting.

Ensure the blade has stopped before resting the grinder.

Switch off power to the grinder when not in use.
	


This SWMS has been developed through consultation with our employees and has been read & signed by all employees involved with this activity

	Name
	Signature
	Name
	Signature

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Personnel qualifications and experience required to complete the task:
	Specific training required to complete this task:
	Engineering Details/Certificates/WorkCover Approvals:

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	





Likelihood / Consequence�
Risk Class�
�
The hazard has the potential to:


permanently disable or kill


cause major damage to the structure


have significant impact on the surrounding population and environment�
1�
�
The hazard has the potential to:


temporarily disable or seriously injure


cause minor damage to the structure


breach the site boundary and pollute local environment�
2�
�
The hazard has the potential to:


cause minor injury


be contained within the site boundary�
3�
�
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